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A: indicates Assisting Minister; P: indicates Presiding Minister; C: indicates Congregation. 
ELW refers to Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red hymnal. 
 

At places where the ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in 
remembrance of your baptism. 
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GATHERING _____________________________  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

PRELUDE: Variations on "Norwich"  arr. Daniel Q. Kane 

Please stand as you are able. 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 533 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
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INVOCATION 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C: Amen 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, come to the help of 
all creatures, come to the help of all creation. Turn us from our sin so that we might 
learn to live for you as we live for others. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your 
intended life and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.  

Please be seated. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WORD _________________________________  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

LESSON: Isaiah 55:10-13 

A: A reading from Isaiah. 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until 
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but 
it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not 
be cut off. 

After the reading: 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 65:9-13 

Said responsively.  
The Reader says the regular text; the Congregation says the bold text. 

A: 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 
God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

C: 10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the 
ground and bless its increase. 

A: 11You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths over- flow with plenty. 

C: 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with 
joy. 

A: 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- selves 
with grain; let them shout for joy and sing. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Before the reading:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 
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the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this 
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please continue to the next page.) 
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SERMON  Pastor Hank Langknecht 

Silence for meditation may follow the sermon.  

Please stand as you are able when the music begins. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 735 Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 

 

 

 
CONFESSION 

ADDRESS 

P: When we still were sinners, Christ died for us. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
God promises to heal us and forgive us. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, of 
one another, and of all creation.  

CONFESSIONAL LITANY 

P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P: For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves: 

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P: For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in 
others: 

P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
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P: For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife and 
warfare: 

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P: For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of 
creation: 

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P: For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P: For idleness for witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the gifts of love and 
grace: 

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

FORGIVENESS 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen.  

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please continue to the next page.) 
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THANKSGIVING __________________________  
We give thanks for all that God provides and for the present of Jesus Christ among us. 

Normally we would share communion at this point in our Sunday worship. Our decision not to 
meet in person as the Body of Christ to receive the Body of Christ is an act of self-sacrifice for the 
sake of our neighbors. By not meeting, we are joined with our community and the nation in an 
attempt to interrupt the exponential growth of COVID-19. Our fasting from Holy Communion is 
a sign of our sacrifice. We look forward with all the People of God for the day of our reunion when 
we will again feast together. 

OFFERING 
During this time when we are not meeting in person, members of the community are invited to 
mail their offerings to the church (10550 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, 22066); arrange for 
automatic transfer (call the church office or email bookkeeper@gflutheran.org for more 
information) or contribute via PayPal using the button below or on www.gflutheran.org. Please 
note: PayPal levies a 3% charge per transaction to Christ the King. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 CtK Virtual Choir “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” - Lani Smith 

Please stand as you are able. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We will continue our on-line prayer practice of offering 5-word petitions. Those who are watching 
live on Facebook can type your petitions in the comment section. 

After the 5-word prayers are prayed: 

A: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 

Lord’s Prayer 

 A: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

https://www.powr.io/apps/paypal-button/view?id=23353742&mode=page&transaction_id=4826532
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OFFERING RESPONSE: ELW 881 (st.1) Let All Things Now Living 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

 God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING _______________________________  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

P: The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your 
love, and + grant you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

(Please continue to the next page.) 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 550 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: “Mfurahini, haleluya”  - arr. William Beckstrand 
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Administrator Karen Utter karen.utter@gflutheran.org 
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